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INTRODUCTION

Old manuscripts, rare printed books, significant
material constitute our most precious national herit
information on a variety of subjects, some of
artistic quality, craftsmanship, beautiful scri

types of material are to be found all over In Libraries,

Public Libraries, Archives, Museums, Unive , Oriental
Research Institutes, Temples, Mat Bhandaras,
etc., and also with private persons. CN ecti manuscripts and
documents are still lying ab 3 oa d condition. It is thus
not possible to know the, i ch materials. Nevertheless it

picture on the whole pkeep of such objects is gloomy and
most of e in eed of conservation, but so far no worthwhile

decided to o e 1990 as the year of Manuscripts and Documents. Shri
O.P. Agrawal, Director General of this Institute made this statement at a
meeting of INTACH Conveners held in August 1990 at Shanti Niketan, West
Bengal. Realising the gravity of matter, the Indian Trust for Art and Cutural
Heritage, popularly known as INTACH sponsored a Project entitled



“Conservation Status of Mansucripts, Books, Archival and alike Material
and entrusted it to its unit INTACH Indian Conservation Institute,
Lucknow to be launched under the direction of Shri O.P. Agrawal,
Director General of the Institute. He himself surveyed and examined
serveral collections. The coordinating work relating to the Pro ject including
most of the surveys and examination of collections has been done by Dr S.N.
Sinha, former Director, U.P. State Archives, Lucknow who joined this
Institute as Consultant. Collections have also been examined by other
members of the staff of the Institute, viz, Shri Avinashi Lal, Consultant,
Sarvashri Alok Kumar, Ghanshyam Lal, Rajendra Prasad, D.N. Srivastava,
Sunil Laghate and Smt. Mamta Misra, Senior Co

Pradesh but at the same time information wag collecte the collections
available in other states of the country and i I
collections of these states were also e i

The Present Report is based 1 at we received from
various institutions as well as mSpection of different
collections. Our findings, with sli y be applicable to several
other collections in the country abo i ld receive no informaion.

We do not claim t¢ rvey of conservation status
of manuscripts, r: archival and alike materials in this
the institutions in the country for
Dishing the requiste information in respect of

their orga Rrse was not up to our expectations. We also
tried t ith the collections in the custody of private
individuiigh ' t the owners did not evince much interest.

hinformation from several institutions, lack of awareness
owners and custodians about the significant role of
ific conservation of such materials and greater emphasis on
jon of material rather than their conservation arc the main reasons
pre®uded a complete survey.

situation about the conservation status of such materials on the
whole is a complex one. The institutions having such collections may be
divided into three categories, viz; (a) Institutions with adequate conservation
facilities and well skilled statf, (b) Institutions with meagre conservation



facilities and few trained personnel and (c) Institutions with neither
conservation facilities nor separate staff for conservation. Adequate
conservation facilities along with necessary expertise is, therefore, required
in the last two categories for proper preservation of their holdings. For the

collections in the custody of private individuals, an awareness for proper

conservation of their material has to be created in the owners. However, the
suggestions given in the Report, if followed, may lessen the problem to a
considerable degree. ,

The Project was an humble attempt by INTACH Indian Co
Institute, Lucknow to study this problem in detail. It has set the ball
in the hope that others may pursue it more vigorouly.

AIMS & OBJECT

The main aims and objects of the Projec

i) To survey the state of conservation
printed books, archival and alike ma
institutions and organisati b the co with private
persons.

ii) To ascertain the

jii) To acquaint Wi

: materials.
facilities and skilled personnel
d organisations.

work done.

a proforma with 21 columns was sent to various
isations of the country having such materials, with a
request to ish the desired information about their collections. The
information d&ired included among others: Name of the Instituion; Total
Number of collections; Form and Nature of Collections; Conservation
facilities available; Position of Trained Personnel ; Process of maintenance
and conservation of the collections; Staff engaged in Conservation work;



